Won-Shik Yang, 1936-2014

Dr. Won-Shik Yang passed away on October 28, 2014 after a short struggle with pancreatic cancer. It is with great sadness that we share these words about our dear friend, colleague, and mentor. Dr. Won-Shik Yang, a prominent orthodontist and respected professor, has devoted his life to strengthening the scientific foundation of orthodontics and to advancing the establishment of the Korean Association of Orthodontists (KAO) from the early days of the profession in Korea.

His very full and productive life has been a reflection of his passion and dedication to the KAO. In 1968 Dr. Yang was appointed as the first editor-in-chief to lay groundwork for the first issue of the Korean Journal of Orthodontics (KJO) published in 1970, and later in 1980, he was elected as the president of the KAO. Under his leadership, the KJO was published twice a year and the \'Annual academic meeting for orthodontic Residents of KAO\' was initiated for the first time in the world, where it functioned to promote a higher learning and experience among young orthodontists. Later, he was elected as the first chairperson of the board of trustee of KAO in 1995, and within the same year he also served as the first committee director of the deplomate Korean Board of orthodontics, which led to the announcement of the first generation of 51 Korean boards of orthodontics in 1996. As shown in his conviction that a greater quality of orthodontic care should be made possible to the public through installment of the orthodontic specialty program, Dr. Yang still is a paragon to many orthodontic educators, who strive to emulate him.

He has been an invaluable asset to the KAO with his unswaying leadership and perceptive insight, which have guided us at times of challenges and opportunities to leap ahead. He will be missed and remembered for a long time to come.
